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Competency-based Global Health Education (Consortium of 
Universities for Global Health, Global Oral Health Interest Group)
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Location Target Audience Existing Program or 
Curriculum

Planned Use for GHSK 

US dental school Pre doc dental students GH research electives Selective course, IPE

US dental school Pre doc dental students Public and community 
health curriculum

Flipped classroom and 
enhanced community 
health course

US dental hygiene program Dental hygiene students Clinical service learning 
program

Educational framework for 
clinical service trip

US dental school Pre doc dental students Student GH study club Self guided exercise

LMIC dental school Pre doc dental students Public health curriculum New PH course due to 
curricular reform

LMIC dental school Pre doc dental students Social dentistry program Pre-requisite for field 
course
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The Global Health Starter Kit 

hsdm.harvard.edu/global-health-starter-kit



The Global Health Starter Kit 



Brittany Seymour, DDS, MPH

Brittany_Seymour@hsdm.harvard.edu

I wish to acknowledge the following:

Jane Barrow, HSDM Office of Global and Community Health, and Department of Oral Health 
Policy and Epidemiology. 

The Consortium of Universities for Global Health’s Global Oral Health Interest Group

Funding for the project “Toward Competency-Based Best Practices for Global Health in Dental 
Education: A Global Health Starter Kit” was provided by a Consortium of Universities for Global 
Health Dr. Thomas Hall Global Health Education Grant and the International College of Dentists 
USA Section Foundation. 

Funding for the Global Health Learning Helix was provided by the Abundance Foundation

Inter American Center for Global Health

Amy Yu and Frederick Lambert, RAs

THANK YOU!

mailto:Brittany_Seymour@hsdm.harvard.edu


Linking the Starter Kit

to field based learning



One-week experiential field course in rural 
Costa Rica

Co-designed and co-facilitated by HSDM and 
CISG faculty

HSDM and UCR dental students (taught in 
English)

Builds on the Starter Kit (required for all 
participants)









EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING 
OPPORTUNITIES



3 matrixes:
•Learning outcomes/competencies vs 
experiential learning objectives
•Objectives vs activities 
•Assessments vs objectives 

WHEN CONSIDERING DEVELOPING EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING



Benzian, H., Greenspan, J.S., Barrow, J., Hutter, J.W., Loomer, P.M., Stauf, N. and Perry, D.A., 2015. A competency matrix for 
global oral health. Journal of dental education, 79(4), pp.353-361















FORTHCOMING: Integrating competency-based didactic and experiential global health learning: The Global Health Learning Helix. Amy Yu, BA; R. Frederick Lambert, DMD, MA; Jose A. 
Alvarado;  Carlos A. Faerron Guzman, MD, MS; Brittany Seymour, DDS, MPH

The Learning 
Helix is about 

redundancy and 
iteration for 

optimal 
educational 
outcomes

Global Health Learning Helix 



- Multi-formatted experience-based learning 
- Collaborative learning environment that takes into consideration previous 

achieved learning outcomes
- Participatory methodologies

• Field visits and key stakeholder interviews to observe and document 
key elements of global health. 

• In-class discussion of readings, and workshops to stimulate alternative 
ideas, and approaches.

• Case study analysis and presentation on critical issues on global health 
to exemplify global health in context. 









cfaerron@cisgcr.org

www.cisgcr.org

mailto:cfaerron@cisgcr.org
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